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THE LAST issue I described the print shop area of 
| our ‘‘dream shop”’ so this month I'll brag about our 
stained glass shop on the west end of the building. 
This room is about 27 by 35 feet and when we’re 


working on a large window or several smaller pro- 


-- jects at one time, every inch of space is needed. In 
ae center of the room are two four by eight foot tables that are used 
for assembly of glass panels. Against the west wall is a 26 foot long 
work bench where most of the cutting is done. On the south and 
north walls are glass storage bins and small work areas. Along the 
east wall are two large drawing tables and the kiln. Stained glass 
work does not require as much equipment as printing. We do have 
a small grinder, a wet belt sander and the previously mentioned kiln. 
The primary need is for lots of room to spread out and much storage. 

The room is lit by several large fluorescent lights and above the 
west wall work bench, four large windows. 

We prefer doing residental windows because we are usually given 
much more freedom in design. We also make the usual little ‘‘sun- 
catchers’’ and sell these at craft shows. 

Robyn and I are experimenting with techniques unfamiliar to most 
stained glass workers. The processes are usually called fusing and 
slumping. Both require the use of a kiln. In fusing, elements of glass 
are actually melted together and slumping is the bending of glass in- 

to, around, over, or through a form of some type. In some instances, 
both processes can be achieved in one firing. The results can be quite 
different from ordinary cold working effects and many times, the 
results can even be a big, ugly blob of glass. We never know what 


to expect when we open the kiln. 
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Jack Scott wants to know how birds find his thistle feeder. I 
have about a dozen feeders around our place and after putting up a 
couple of new ones, I noticed that it takes from three to five days 
for the birds to discover the new feeder. This, in spite of the fact 
that the new feeder might be only ten yards from an old one. My 
theory is that they find new feeders and food sources by constant 
exploration. After not putting feed out for two weeks, the birds will 
seem to disapear but if I start feeding again they will return within 
two hours. Obviously, the birds check the feeders frequently; and 
of course, when one bird finds something, his songs or calls will alert 
other birds. So I would say that it’s only by chance that a bird flys 
or lands close by that he discovers a new feeder, but once discov- 


ered, it is constantly monitored. 
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WHEN TO LEAVE OFF DRINKING. — When you feel particu- 
larly desirous of having another glass, leave off; you have had 
enough. When you look at a distant object, and appear to see two, 
leave off; you have had too much. When you knock over your glass, 
spill your wine upon the table, or are unable to recollect the words 
of a song you have been in the habit of singing for the last dozen 
years, leave the company; you are getting troublesome. When you 
nod in the chair, fall upon the hearth rug, or lurch upon your neigh- 
bor’s shoulder, go to bed, you are drunk. 
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